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N ‘Rise Above А 


They call it the 


“1/1000 rule.” 


ISES?CREDITS 
RAS "A; MEASURE! 
OFJAMAGE'S 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, IF 
YOU WERE TO 
CALCULATE THE 
TOTAL NUMBER 
OF CREDITS 
EARNED FROM 
A 270-CREDIT 
MONSTER, IT 
WOULD COME 
OUT ТО... 


...A 270- 
CREDIT 
MONSTER. 


...YOU’VE 
GOTTA BE 
KIDDING ME. 
HOW CAN 
IT BE THAT 
STRONG?! 


nn бм, БАА LIHANNA! 
PATH we ШГ | | hx 
CAN USE! 


š 
=> 
кто 
EIS: 
ES 
Без 
= A 
N 


THIS САМТ BE 
HAPPENING! 
WHAT EVEN ሪና 
THAT THING?! 


THOSE 2! к IT’S АМ EVIL 
MAGES SN n GRAND DUKE. I READ 
MUST HAVE / | ABOUT THEM IN THE 
BROUGHT / ይ = > LIBRARY... THEY'RE 
IT HERE // Pod EN N N) ^ HIGH-LEVEL DEMONS 
THROUGH f / | ) OF THE EVIL FAMILY 
THE GATE... | ኣ THAT SPAWN ΟΝ 
THE 25TH FLOOR. 


IS THAT WHY 
WE RAN INTO 
A HORDE OF 
SENTINELS ON 
THE 11TH FLOOR? 
BECAUSE THAT 
DEMON WAS 
THERE? 


WHAT'S WITH 
ALL THE EVIL 
GUARDS AND 
SENTINELS?! 


THE 

GRAND DUKE 
MUST HAVE 
ORDERED 
THEM TO 
FIND US. 


WAIT... 


DOES THIS 
MEAN... 


ЕЕ 


M ὃς E'RE 
E SURROUNDED BY 
МЕ MONSTERS, AND | 
WE'RE STUCK ON 
THIS FLOOR?! 


ARE WE 
SUPPOSED 
TO... 


= 
2 
j 


м 


THE ONLY 

WAY WE'RE 
GETTING OUT 
IS IF WE TAKE 

DOWN THE 
GRAND DUKE. 


THAT WHEN THERE'S А 


BARON-OR-HIGHER- 
SHOULD RANKED LORD 
OPEN PRESENT, EVIL-TYPE 
0 UP AN MONSTERS FORM A 
ESCAPE DOMAIN SPANNING 


ROUTE. MULTIPLE FLOORS. 


SO SINCE 


...IF WE CAN 
DISRUPT THE AGATE ТО BUT IF 
SOLDIERS’ CHAIN AN enemy || WE DEFEAT 
Or СОНМ воѕ5 [| THE LORD, 
RESCUE TEAM - 305. || WE LL LEAVE 
CAN ae us Ў THE ARMY 
- WITHOUT 
THAT RIGHT? A HEAD... 


| ARE YOU | 
ат AN K SAYING?! 1 
S y 
ТА КК 
21 ARE ) 
MONSTER?! zu ! ^N 
OF YOUR PON 


MIND, NO- 
TALENT?! 


mel 


DAMN RIGHT HAVE A 
YOU CAN'T PLAN. 
FORCE ME! BUT I CAN'T 

LIKE ANYONE FORCE YOU 

ALONG WITH Тера 

AFTER ALL, 

YOUR PLAN! I CAN'T USE 


MAGIC... 


HIS WISDOM 
AND SELF- 
SACRIFICE SAVED 
MY LIFE MORE 
THAN ONCE. 
I'M WILLING 
TO TRUST IN 
HIM AGAIN. 


IF WE 
TRY TO RUN, 
THEY'LL JUST Y 
TRACK US DOWN 
AND CORNER US. | 
WE MAY AS WELL : 
STAND AND бй 
FIGHT. 


THAT'S 
JUST LOGIC! 
IT'S NOT 
BECAUSE THE 


6. 14 


TOO, SION? ሾ መሪ 
GUYS... 


...IT LOOKS 
LIKE I'VE 
BEEN WRONG 
ABOUT YOU 
FROM THE 
START. 


LIHANNA. 


I LET HIM 
TOUCH ME. 


THAT MAKES 
HIM AN ELF- 
FRIEND. I'D 
LIKE YOU TO 
TRUST HIM. 


I BROUGHT 
YOU TO BE 
OUR SHIELD, 
BUT YOU 
SHOULD HAVE 
BEEN OUR 
LEADER. 


YOU'RE THE 
ONLY ONE WHO 
STILL HAS HOPE 
IN YOUR EYES. 


I TRUST 
WIGNALL. AND 
IF HE TRUSTS 
YOU, THEN ТМ 
WILLING TO 
LEAVE EVERY- 
THING IN YOUR 
HANDS... 


TELL US 
WHAT WE 
NEED TO 
DO. WE'LL 
FOLLOW 
YOUR LEAD. 


THEN 
LET'S 
MAKE 
IT OUT 
OF HERE 
ALIVE! 


000 юососос ይሮ EB 


YOU'RE RIGHT, 
JULIUS. MY 
PLAN WON'T 
BE ENOUGH 
TO GET US 

THROUGH 


TEACH YOU A 
TRICK TO ONE 
OF ELFIE’S 
SPELLS. 


ARE YOU 
LISTENING 
TO YOUR- 
SELVES?! 


HE'S A 
NO-TALENT! 
YOU THINK 
HIS PLAN IS 
GOING TO 
SAVE US?! 


FAR INTO 
ETERNITY. 
THE 
FLEETING 
MOMENT 
FADES. | 


WV 


ALL WITHIN 
SUSPENDED 
STILLNESS. 


7 ለዘ 
ΙΟΥ BLUE Ж 
MELODY. γ΄ 


ELFIE'S ARS YEAH. 


y WEISS CLONES 
CAN TAKE OVER 

INCANTATIONS. A TRICK 

ТО ONE 

OF HER 


SPELLS?! 


NORMALLY, IF AN INCANTATION 
GETS INTERRUPTED, THE 
SPELL WON’T ACTIVATE. 


WITH ELFIE’S 
ARS WEISS 
CLONES, YOU 
CAN KEEP THE 
INCANTATION 
GOING. 


€ um [ IF A CLONE IS 

527 7 ете тебе) T І НАУЕ ረ DESTROYED AND 
" SEVERED ALL A ያ THE SPELL GETS 
( 


ATTACHMENT. zA | CUT OFF, ANOTHER | (57 


| CLONE CAN PICK | SSS 
| UP WHERE IT A ዐ LOVE, 
LEFT OFF... КА DEPART. О 
7 AFFECTION, 
Ф). BEGONE. 


| DZ ӘЛІ 
б dy ASA 
Yo ተን መመ 


ay 


THAT WAY, 
YOU CAN CAST 
ADVANCED 
SPELLS THAT 
REQUIRE LONG 
INCANTATIONS! 


DO THE 
REST OF 
THEM HAVE 
ANY IDEA 
HOW HARD 
IT I$ TO USE 
ARS WEISS 
IN THE FIRST 
PLACE?! 


OH, SURE... 


FRUBAS 


IT’S JUST 
LIKE WILL 
SAID! IT 
HAS IRON 
CURTAIN 
WINGS! 


ጫመ 


..- EREADAN 
-.: THE:LIBRARY 


THAT 
WAS AN 
ICE MAGIC 
BARRAGE! 
iy ва ን кə JULIUS’S 
BLOCKED ДИ | TM ለኸ! SECRET 
IT... | | ДАУ, WEAPON! 


IT MIGHT : eg > 3 
== EVEN ВЕ DIN N 1 WE'RE 
= ABLE TO = de FIGHTING 
BLOCK 5 = AGAINST A 
JULIUS"S 3 270-CREDIT = 
STRONGEST aS MONSTER. 


SPELL. 


ІЛ 
АЛ 


CAN USE HER 
`` HIGH-SPEED 
MANEUVERING 
STO WEAVE 
оиб, 


L 
| 
H 
А 
N 
N 
А 
и 


ጌ/ 
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Chapter 18:\The True Shape of Coward 


ice 


FINE. WILL ኒነታለገነ እነ ES 7 “| ARE YOU 
TOOK THE INN YA BabA) араға | TWO ALL 


RIGHT?! 


MY ICE 


co 
= 
= 
= 
= 
< 
= 
= 


SMASHED 


RIGHT 
THROUGH 


IT... 


TAKE 


ALL OF 
YOU. 
WILL AND 
RUN. 


I WILL 


BRING IT I'LL KEEP IT 
DOWN... BUSY UNTIL 
EVEN IF IT Busy ሀ. 
COSTS ME YOU ESCAPE. 
MY LIFE. 


IT WAS MY LIHANNA, 
JOB TO FINISH WHAT 
jee we κ. 
FAILED. I HAVE 
TO DO THIS. ABOUT?! | 


DO YOU 
KNOW WHY 
MEMBERS 
OF HOUSE 
OWENZAUS 
USUALLY DIE 


IT'S 
BECAUSE 
WE'RE 
KNIGHTS... 
AND KNIGHTS 
ARE THERE 
TO SHIELD 
THEIR 
ALLIES. 


/|| қ Y \ | Е | | | y ЯТ 
| WIGNALL? | А В [11 


VEN. | ШІ.) Πλ | STAYING 
WHY | | » ) Maas UE| == | | WITH 
WOULD ўе ah \\\ у A V 


YOU... 


LIHANNA... I 
THOUGHT YOU 
WOULD BE THE 

ONLY ONE, BUT I 

FOUND ANOTHER 

HUMAN-ANOTHER 

LYZANCE-THAT I 

CAN RESPECT. 


sees ЗА S X ИЗЕУ 


DON’T WANT 
THEIR DEATHS 
ТО ВЕ FOR 


NOTHING... 
THE LEAST 
WE CAN DO 
IS SAVE 
OURSELVES! 


SION... 


WHAT? 


THEY'RE 
BROKEN... 


ELFIE'S 
GOGGLES ARE 
BROKEN... 


I CAN'T 
KEEP 
GOING... 
WE 
PROMISED 
THAT... 
WITHOUT 
THOSE 
GOGGLES, 
Is 


YOU'RE THE 

ONE WHO 

GAVE US | 
ALL HOPE! kk 


| WORKED UP! 


YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO 
GOT US ALL 


YOU'RE 
RESPONSIBLE Ü 
FOR BRINGING [2 

| ሀና HERE 

TO DIE! 


LIHANNA AND 

WIGNALL ARE 

BOTH ABOUT 
TO DIE! 


vee THAT | 
г 


IT'S 
YOUR 
FAULT... 


THAT 
Lu 


55 
= 
i 
es 
БЕ 


COLETTE, = 
TAKE CARE ы» 
OF KIKI! 


HE JUST 
RAN IN 
THERE! 

SCARED, 
МУ ASS! 


NOW...AND 
HE ALWAYS 
HAS BEEN. 


YOU REALLY 
EXPECT ME 
TO BELIEVE 
THAT НЕ- 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 


HAVE YOU 
EVER HELD 
A SWORD? 


CAN FIRE 
OFF SPELLS 
FROM A 
DISTANCE. 


HAVE YOU 
г. EVER EVEN 
IMAGINED HOW 
TERRIFYING 
THAT MUST 
BE?! 


WILL'S A 
COWARD... 


NO 
MATTER 

HOW | 
TERRIFIED 


...NO 
MATTER 
HOW OUT- 
MATCHED 
HE IS... 


WHO'S 
SCARED OF 
RUNNING 
AWAY. 


THAT'S 
WHAT 


Zul 
=< 
Ow 
23 
=8 


БЕ 
cn 
E 
Е 
ЕН 
e 


= | 


! 


TOO 


I'M GOING ም 
TO FIGHT, 


PUN Un DE 


m 


x 


с 


Е 
НЫ 


人 


ITSIDEFENSEUIS. 
IMPENETRA 


| PEBBLE 


I'M 
SCARED! 


Zm 


ГМ SO 
TERRIFIED, MY 
I CAN GOGGLES 
BARELY ARE GONE! 
MOVE! THEY WERE 
MY ONLY 


ARMOR! 


BUT... 


нета 
USED САУА 


Tu 


Н 


А” ор መጋ 


= 


O TEETH 
OF THE 
RAVINE! 


| твр I BID 
THEE THEE 
REMEM- RECALL... 
BER... 


...ТНЕ 
RUINOUS 
FLAMES 
DANCING 
UPON THE 
BLACKENED 
EARTH! 


¡FLA 


г 


ዝመ 


2 


\ % X 
(2%. 
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SION HIT 
IT WITH AN 
ADVANCED 

SPELL AT 

POINT-BLANK 
RANGE, AND 
IT STILL...! 


WHAT 
KIND OF 
MONSTER... 


ERE 


"CRESCE 


uc ss 


ATS 
WAND... 


YOU KEEP 
ASKING? 


THIS 15 ALL 
TO PROTECT 
OUR WORLD... 


I PRAY 
THAT ONE 
DAY, WAND 

AND SWORD 
WILL JOIN 


ARE 
YOU SURE 
ABOUT THIS, 
? 


„AND 
SWORD. 


? 
A 
Z 
— 


<> 


= 
2 


а 


SPELL! 


ШӘ” “MAGEBLADE: 
ο... NS... 


VISION’S 
TURNING 
RED... 


NN | 
WITHOUT EVEN. 
`` REALIZING IT, I | 
| FOUND. MYSELF | | 


p "T 
ЖТ 


27 


А ሠ 
#/// SE! A ሠ 
//ψ у ДИЛ” 


MY SWORD 
IS BACK ТО 


A HORDE 
OF EVIL 
SENTINELS?! 


OH, NO! 
THEY MUST 
/ HAVE COME 
«ον σκι Ж % 万 RUNNING WHEN 
| B.BUT 14 ኮቲ CAE 3 ‚ œ] ТНЕУ HEARD 
| WILLAND AM! Ad | THEIR LORD 
SION WORKED "Ey Lk , DU 7 ; = DYING! 
SO HARD TO 
BEAT IT... 


— US HAS ANY 
STRENGTH 


FASTER, 
WORK- 


ኤላ | 
Nat 


SQ | 
\ 


% 


AN ADVANCED: 


i! 
| THATRGEAR/S, 
| HEORIDEED\ 


[ 


...AND 


DUNGEONS / 
ДД НЕЙ THE MOST M 


POWERFUL 


YOU 

WHO WITH- 

556 STOOD THE 

ANN, DUNGEON'S 

| N 1 DARKNESS... 

N Î BE BLESSED 
NN BY THIS 


LIGHT. 


YOU HAVE 
FOUGHT 

BRAVELY, 
CHILDREN 

OF MAGIC 


TREMBLING 
WITH JOY, ALL 
THE MAGES- 
EVEN THE 
ELF-BOWED 
THEIR HEADS 
IN HUMBLE 
REVERENCE. 


..TO THEIR | ሄ/ 


LORD OF 
LIGHT... 


%..32,2,ь2,2,2ь Ἔν Ἕν Ἔν Ἔν 2ኤ < 


"ài Ada 


EYES... 


... WERE 
DRAWN 
TO HIM. 


THE 
SWORD 
IS STILL 

ALIVE, 

EH? 


THERE’S 
A SUR- 


WHAT'S 
YOUR 
NAME? 


I'M...WILL 
SERFORT... 


AND YOU 
ARE...? 


пое, 
d 


p 


WE WERE 

RIGHT TO 
GET THE 
GOODS 
FIRST. 


IF THEY'D 
COME AFTER US, 
RETRIEVING THIS 
WOULD’VE BEEN 

THE LEAST OF 
OUR WORRIES. 


I DEFINITELY 
WOULDN'T 
WANNA RUN 
INTO THOSE 

GUYS... 


ww SN ACCOMPLISHED. 


> 


(25%: 2222» 


THERE WERE 71 
CASUALTIES, 
ALL OF THEM 
PROFESSORS. 

THANKS TO 
THE SURVIVING 
FACULTY'S 
EFFORTS, NOT 
A SINGLE 
STUDENT DIED. 


AND SO, THE 
CURTAIN FELL 
ON A HIGHLY 
UNUSUAL ALL- 
STUDENT 
PRAXIS. 


‚m 


Б 


EYEWITNESS 
INFORMATION, 
THE SCHOOL 
LAUNCHED A 
SEARCH FOR 
THE CULPRITS. 
THEY HAVE YET 
ТО TURN UP 
ANY CLUES. 


HANDS OF 
THE CLOCK 


REFUSING 
THE MANY 
VICTIMS 
TIME TO 
HEAL. 


I'M SURE 
MANY OF 
| __YOU ARE x 
STILL COMING |; 
TO TERMS a 
W WITH RECENT ይጨ 
уч EVENTS. / 7% μας 


EVEN SO, no > 
THAT'S NO ክሬ. We Reds 
REASONFOR P A NE 
US TO LET YOU е = προ ἕν᾿ 
NEGLECT YOUR | ` 4$ ` h 
STUDIES. | 5 


ANOTHER 
SCHOOL YEAR 
IS DRAWING 
TO A CLOSE... 
FOR YOU 
SIXTH-YEARS, 
THIS REALLY 
IS YOUR 
FINAL TEST. 


BRINGS US 
NOW TO 
DAY ONE OF 
GRADUATION 
EXAMS. 


HE GOT A 
PERFECT 
SCORE 
IN EVERY | 
SUBJECT?! 


HE ISN'T 
x | | E DONE YET, 
| | j \ BUT HE HASN'T 
ров SE д пара 
: / — NOT EVEN 
LEARNER'S | — ҚЕСІ LIHANNA HAS 
ACTUALLY | | IN ΠΡ 
GOING TO Pun PA | N MARKS ON 


GRADUATE! τ р | | AC EVERYTHING! 
АЯ MA ር 


HE'S EARNED 
EVERY WRITING AND 
PRAXIS CREDIT! I MEAN, 
WE'RE TALKING ABOUT 
A NO-TALENT WHO'S 
MORE HOPELESS THAN 
THE WORST STUDENT 
HERE! AND HE'S 
ABOUT TO ADVANCE 
TO THE TOWER?! 7 

THAT'S NEVER 
„ HAPPENED! 


፡ напора 


А отет ion 


| 


ait m 


ጫነኳ 


N 


Ve ggg in ey е егін! 


AWW, 
THAT’S NICE, 
WORKNER. 
YOUR LITTLE 
PROTEGE’S 
DREAM IS 
ABOUT 
TO COME 
TRUE. 


| YES, BUT 
THERE ARE 
STILL MORE 
EXAMS! WE 
| САМТ ВЕ 

à SURE UNTIL 


50? 
WHERE 
IS THIS 

INFAMOUS 


ALL RIGHT. 
4 TOMORROW 


ae BUT 
EVER SINCE 


I MEAN, 
WE JUST «“Τ' THEY MOVED 
BEAT THE | j ከ 
NABERUS ን) 
U YESTERDAY... айы Ды WE'VE HAD TO 
Ж В :0.0 THAT ON 
А = TOP OF FINAL — | 
EXAMS. MN Y 
18 | | 


ТНЕУ МЕ а! 
УЕАН, 
ALL BEEN ; THANKS ΤΟ 


и መቋ 7 ^а LIHANNA AND 
САМТ LET 2 EVERYONE, 
onto I WAS ABLE 
WASTE! ) TO MAX OUT 
А | MY PRAXIS 
` A \ CREDITS! 


... YOU DO 
HAVE A FEW ነ 
SPELLWORK 

CREDITS, 

RIGHT? 


1 GOT 
FIVE FROM \ 
PROFESSOR 
EDWARD'S 
REMEDIAL 
CLASS... 


...ΑΝΌ MY LAST 
EXAM IS WORTH 
UP TO SIX... I 
ONLY NEED ONE 
MORE TO GET TO 
THE TOWER, BUT 
I CAN'T RELAX 
JUST YET. 


X 
. 


ረ remaining until 
κα required 1200: 1 


SEE? 


^ ብ. 


LOOK AT 
NA ALL THESE 


] 


GRAY HAIRS. 


HUH? ГМ 
PULLING 
OUT HIS 
GRAY HAIRS. 
IDO IT FOR 
HIM ALL 
THE TIME. 


OH, DID 
YOU WANT 
TO DOIT, 
COLETTE? 


BUT 
WILL... YOU 
REALLY ARE 
WORKING 
TOO HARD. 


YOU'VE BEEN 
AT IT NONSTOP 
SINCE THE DAY 
YOU BEAT THE 
GRAND DUKE... 

WHAT'S GOTTEN 
INTO YOU? 


HEY... 


4.1 THINK 

THERE WAS 
A LITTLE 

BOY IN THAT 
EXPEDITION 

| GROUP... DO 
YOU KNOW 
WHO HE IS? 


HE MUST 
BE FROM 
THE FINN 
7 TRIBE... YOU 
| KNOW, THE 
PEOPLE OF 
THE LIGHT. 


EVER SINCE 
THE DAYS OF THE 
MAGE QUEEN, THE 

TOWER'S HIRED 
THEM AS GUIDES 
TO FIND PATHS 


THROUGH THE 
DUNGEON. 


PEOPLE SAY 
IT'S IMPOSSIBLE 
TO REACH THE 
DEEPER FLOORS 
WITHOUT 


THEY'RE DWARVES. 
THEY CAN'T USE 
MAGIC, BUT THEY'VE 
BEEN COLLECTING 
KNOWLEDGE ABOUT 
THE DUNGEON FOR 
GENERATIONS... 


THEIR HELP. 


HEY, 
CALDRON. 
ТМ BACK 
FROM THE 
EXPEDITION! 


OH, FINN. IT'S Y 
GOOD TO SEE 
YOU AGAIN. YOU 
WERE GONE 
AN AWFULLY 
LONG TIME. 


THE 49TH 
FLOOR. 
THAT AARON 
REALLY KEPT 
US AT IT. 


RN 


SURPRISE! 
I BROUGHT 
YOU BACK A 
SOUVENIR. 


15 THIS THE 
MAGE SLAYER 
WEAPON I READ 

ABOUT IN THE 
REPORT? 


WE RAN INTO 
SOME SHADY 
CHARACTERS ON 
THE 40TH FLOOR... 
WE ENDED UP 
FIGHTING THEM, 
AND THEY TOOK 
OUT AROUND 20 
HIGH MAGES 
FROM OUR 
PARTY. 


WE COULDN'T 
AFFORD TO 
GO EASY ON 

| ЧЕ | THEM, $0 МЕ P 
Гр BE | Eu | HAD TO FINISH. / 


WILLING | ІЛ THEM OFF. 
TO BET... | s= 


THIS 
MAGE SLAYER 
DIDN'T JUST 

APPEAR IN THE 
DUNGEON. I'M 
GUESSING THEY 
WERE DOING 
EXPERIMENTS 
DOWN THERE. 


YOU'RE 
SAYING THEY 
TOOK VARIOUS 
MATERIALS 
FROM AROUND 
THE DUNGEON, 
1 INCLUDING THE 
ጫ DEEPEST FLOORS, 
AND COMBINED 
THEM INTO THIS 
WEAPON? 


APOLOGIZE 
FOR ALL THE 
TROUBLE. 


FOR WHY 
I'M REALLY 
HERE... 


AARON 
ASKED ME TO 
GO BACK TO THE 

| DUNGEON AND 
TAKE ANOTHER 
LOOK. I'LL LEAVE 


M 


IDON'T 
MIND. IT LOOKS 
LIKE THERE ARE 
SOME UNSAVORY 
PEOPLE WORKING 
IN THE SHADOWS, 

SO YOU GUYS 

BE CAREFUL, 

TOO. 


CALDRON, 
WHY DIDN’T 
YOU TELL 
ME ABOUT 
THAT BOY? 


| ШШШ | ΙΙ TMM ВОИНИ ШИШ IM ΠΠΠΠΠΠΠΠΠΠΠΠΙ 
урни орорййиии ии 


I THOUGHT 


AFTER THE 
WANDS... 


...АМО 
I LOOKED 
AFTER THE 
SWORDS. 


WILL IS A 
STUDENT AT 
THIS ACADEMY, 
SO NATURALLY, 


HE WANTS TO 
MORE THAN 
HE HOPES p^ ANYTHING. 
TO ASCEND |. 
THE TOWER 
AND JOIN 
THE MAGIA 


VANDER. 


YES, IT IS A 
FIRST. WHICH 
IS PRECISELY 
WHY I EXPECT 

THE IMPACT WILL 

BE NOTHING 

SHORT OF 

EXPLOSIVE. 


ша: 


WHO EVER 
HEARD OF 
A SWORD 
TRYING TO 
BECOME A 
WAND? 


[ тит 
] YOU ALL HANG 
| LITTLE LONGER, 
BUT DON'T BE 
SURPRISED IF I 
START STICKING 
MY NOSE IN 
FROM NOW 
ON. 


ALL WE 
DO IS TO 
TRANSCEND 
THE SKY. 


BUT ALL 
RIGHT... 


I GUESS IT 


COULD 
BE FUN. 


HE'S STILL 
АТ IT... 
HE REALLY 
IS OVER- 
DOING IT. 


WILL, I 
BROUGHT 
YOU SOME 

DINNER. 
PROFESSOR 

WORKNER 

ME 
PERMISSION 

TO... 


ARE YOU 
ASLEEP? 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING, 
COLETTE? 


AF P, WH-WHEN 
UG A! АА HERE?! UH, І 


J- JST WORRIED 


so የ THOUGHT 
10 GIVE HIM 
MY CLOAK! 


OHHH, 1 SEE. 
AND HERE 
I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
ABOUT TO 
KISS HIM. 


SORRY 
FOR THE 
MISUNDER- 
STANDING. 


WILL'S 
FALLING APART, 
BUT HE JUST 
KEEPS PUSHING 
HIMSELF EVEN 
HARDER... 


Те 
І НАТЕ 
ТНЕ МАСІА 
VANDER. 


VINA CAST 
HER SPELL 
ON HIM, AND 
WILL’S BEEN 
CHASING 
AFTER HER 
EVER SINCE. 


BUT SHE 
NEVER DOES 
ANYTHING. SHE 
JUST WAITS UP 
THERE IN THE 


POOR 
WILL... 


LADY 
ELFARIA? 
IS SOME- 
> || THING THE 

PA. MATTER? 


MY, WHAT 
A SURPRISE! 
IT'S IDLENESS 
INCARNATE 


ACTUALLY 
MAKING AN 
APPEARANCE? 
WHAT'S NEXT, 
A HAIL OF ICE 
SPEARS? 


M 


THAT'S | ЕЕ” 


BECAUSE МЕ ALWAYS SO 
кы g^ о 
| USE ICE MAGIC! τμ + ARE YOU STILL 
| IF IT WEREN'T ` BITTER ABOUT 


LOSING THAT 
MAGIC DUEL? 


THIS IS 
MY HALL- 
WAY. GET 


BARBAR- NO, 


YOU, 
PLEASE. 


BARBARIAN? 
HA! TAKE A 


LOOK IN THE 
| | MIRROR, 
|| ሃለ DAMN 

| SAVAGES! 


THE 
TERMINALIA. 
WE GOTTA GET 
v READY FOR 
THAT STUPID 
CEREMONY. 


IT'S THE 
END OF THE 
YEAR, AND THAT 
BARRIER'S JUST 
ABOUT DONE 
FOR. CAN'T WAIT 
TO SEE HOW 
MANY USEFUL 
PROSPECTS 
WE GET 
THIS TIME 


AROUND. 


ICAN'T 

BELIEVE 

WE HAVE 
PROFESSOR 
፣ EDWARD THE 
LAST DAY OF 


o| YOR {= 
FINAL EXAM 
WILL BEGIN 

| SHORTLY. |— 


I WILL 
BE ASKING 
YOU ONE 


QUESTION. 


ANSWER IT 
WILL RECEIVE 
THE FULL SIX 

CREDITS. 


TAKING ANY 
QUESTIONS. / 


ME WHAT SIX 
YEARS AT THE 
ACADEMY HAVE 
TAUGHT YOU. 


NOW... 
BEGIN! 


Based on your own magical affinity, 
explain using the following terms: 
Teld, link, manifest. 


ZZ ACTUALLY 
ANSWER Ў 


97 


THIS! 


ON A 
| QUESTION 
LIKE THIS... 


i 


il My. 


ми 


А NO-TALENT 
ИКЕ МЕ 
SIMPLY ISN'T 
QUALIFIED 
TO ANSWER. 


ТЫ u 
y" “ 


κ Y 


М THIS ISN'T Y 
SOMETHING 
I CAN JUST 
POWER 
THROUGH 
ON MY OWN! 
DOES THAT 
MEAN IT'S 
Q ALL жар 


NNW My 


№ 


— Ыы 
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GO TO THE 
TOWER? BUT 
I PROMISED 
ELFIE... 


.... „AMIRACLEITÄAT: 
© °” WILL ALWAYS BE 


= 2 22 


OUT, OF/REACH! y 


PUP, УоЩсан 
¡SI EVEN SURPASS 
\ MAGIC; AND T€ 

“жо, - 


9 = 


PERCENT OF 
THEM GOT 
IT WRONG. 
I WEEP 
FOR THEIR 
FUTURES. 


THEY ALL 


\\\/ HOPE TO CLIMB 


THE TOWER. I 
MERELY ASKED 
THEM ABOUT 
THE MOST 
FUNDAMENTAL 
PART OF BEING 

AM 


THAT'S NOT АТ 


WHAT I'M 
TALKING 


ABOUT! | // 


YOU ASKED 
THEM THAT 
KNOWING 
THERE WAS 
ONE STUDENT 
WHO COULDN'T 
POSSIBLY 
ANSWER IT! 
YOU'RE A 
TEACHER! 
HOW COULD 
YOU SET 
HIM UP 
TO FAIL?! 


YOU'RE 
THE ONES 
SETTING 

HIM UP 
TO FAIL! 
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YOU WANT TO 
SEND A BOY WHO 
CAN'T USE MAGIC 
TO THE TOWER? 

TO THE WAND 

GRAVEYARD? 
WHAT WILL THAT | 

ACCOMPLISH?! 


— == 
TO LET THEM 
MAKE HIM 


YOU AND М! YOU'RE 
THE HEAD- ዘኩ | | MAD. 
MISTRESS ;|| | 

BOTH! 


I'M 
WRENCHING 
THAT 
IMPOSSIBLE 
DREAM 
OUT OF HIS 
GRASP... 
THAT'S THE 
ONLY BIT OF 


MERCY I CAN 
OFFER HIM. 
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Will Sertort 
Credits: 7,199 


Continued in Volume 64 “J 
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ቀ 
ELFARIA, THE 


HALLOWED 

ICEMAIDEN. 
BECAUSE OF 
HER BEAUTY 
AND TALENT... 


...УТИРЕМТУ AT 


THE ACADEMY 

REVERE HER 
AS A SAINT. 
AND YET... 


LADY 
ELFARIA, 
PLEASE 

WAKE UP. 


WOULD 
YOU PLEASE 
PUT SOME 
CLOTHES 
ON? 


OH, WILL'S 
YAWNING! 


TOWER, HER , 
NICKNAME IS THAT'S SO 
IDLENESS IU CUTE! LOOK, 


INCARNATE. SARISSA! 


AND, OH 
MAN, ELFIE. 
SHE IS SO 
SENSITIVE 
TO HEAT... 


.. UH, 
COLETTE? 
GUYS? 
HELLO? 


That Was Ten Years Ago! 


SO YOU 
GREW UP 
WITH THE 
HALLOWED 
ICEMAIDEN, 

WILL? 


UH, YEAH... 
WE BATHED 
TOGETHER, 
SLEPT 
TOGETHER... 


SHE'D 
ALWAYS 
TAKE OFF 
HER CLOTHES 
WHENEVER SHE 
WAS IN MY 


REALLY, 
WILL... WHY 
WOULD YOU 

; TELL EVERYONE 
: WHAT WE 


^. DID IN BED? 


ቃ 
Next Volume Previe ሯ 
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After failing Professor Edward's 
exam, Will becomes ineligible 
to ascend the Tower. Will falls 
into despair, even as the rest of 
е students prepare to usher 
in a new school year at the 
` Terminalia. Just then... 


1” 


EDWARD SERFENE 


- р 


Race: Lyzance 
Age: 26 
Height: 5’9” 


Birthday: 22nd of Roemoon 
(August 22nd, in our world) 


Likes: Coffee зо black that it may as 
well be concentrated darkness 


Dislikes: Clairie’s “killer” cooking 


First (magical spell) love: Dark 
Deathzone-Arnade Darnatia 


Lowest dungeon floor 
reached: 33rd 


Equipment: Darkviper Wand 


Skills: All darkness magic, including the 
highest-level spells 


An ascendant who made it to the top of the 
Tower, earning the qualification to become 

a Magia Vander, before being defeated 

by another candidate. He now works as a 
professor at Regarden Magical Academy, where 
he teaches Dark Magic and History and Origins 
of Magic. Ten years ago, he was one of a group 
of problem children who enlisted to Fight in the 
Great War despite still being students. 


WORKNER NORGRAM 


—— r - 


Race: Lyzance 
Age: 26 
Height: 510” 


Birthday: 25th of Ellsmoon 
(December 25th, in our world) 


Likes: - Magizoology Fieldwork 
* Food so spicy it brings tears 
to your eyes 
* Vanilla ice-cream to soothe 
his tongue 


\ Dislikes: Cooking battles between Clairie 


\ and Eliza 
First (dragon) love: Demon Dragon Fafnir 
Lowest dungeon Floor reached: 31st 


Equipment: - Ashwind Wand 
* Crystal for monitoring Will 


Skills: - All wind magic 
“ Dragon’s Pulse 


Professor of Magizoology. As one of the Few 
people who understands Will, he always worries 
when Will pushes himself too hard. Though he 
tends to show his love For his students by being 
strict with them, this has made him an object of 
terror at the academy. He has earned various 
nicknames, including “Remedial Teacher From 
Hell,” “Four-Eyed Fiend,” “Magical Creature 
Nut,” and “Immortal Workner,” and is Feared 

by friend and foe alike. 


Young characters and steampunk setting, 
like Howl's Moving Castle and Battle Angel Alita 


Beyond the Clouds © 2018 Nicke / Ki-oon 


A boy with a talent for machines and a mysterious girl whose 
wings hes fixed will take you beyond the clouds! In the 
tradition of the high-flying, resonant adventure stories of 
Studio Ghibli comes a gorgeous tale about the longing of 
young hearts for adventure and friendship! 


y dhood fr 

figure skating star Kokoro Kijin ami! 

In the public еуе and on the ice; 

Kokoro is а gallant, flawless knight, 

but behind his glittery costumes an 
breathtaking spins lies a secret: He’s 
actually а hopelessly romantic otaku, 
who can only land his quad jumps when 
Chitose is ON hand to recite а spell 


from his favorite magical girl animel 


KODANSHA) 
COMICS 


A SMART. NEW ROMANTIC COMEDY 
FOR FANS OF SHORTCAKE CAKE 
AND TERRACE HOUSE! 


2 ምዝ 
ΠΠ б. | 


A romance manga starring high school girl Meeko, 
who learns to live on her own in a boarding house 
whose living room is home to the odd (but handsome) 
Matsunaga-san. She begins to adjust to her new life 
away from her parents, but Meeko soon learns that 
no matter how far away from home she is, she’s still 
a young girl at heart — especially when she finds 
herself falling for Matsunaga-san. 


zZ ф 
PERFECT С LOR Du, € 


ве Aruga 


A TOUCHING 
NEW SERIES 
ABOUT LOVE AND 
COPING WITH 
DISABILITY 


An office party reunites Tsugumi with her high school crush Itsuki. He’s realized 
his dream of becoming an architect, but along the way, he experienced a spinal 
injury that put him in a wheelchair. Now Tsugumi’s rekindled feelings will butt up 
against prejudices she never considered — and Itsuki will have to decide if he’s 
ready to let someone into his heart... 


“Depicts with great delicacy and courage the “An important entry [in manga 
difficulties some with disabilities experience romance]... The emotional core of 
getting involved in romantic relationships... both plot and characters indicates 
Rie Aruga refuses to romanticize, pushing thoughtfulness... [Aruga’s] research 
her heroine to face the reality of disability. is readily apparent in the text and 
She invites her readers to the same tasks of artwork, making this feel like a real 
empathy, knowledge and recognition.” story.” 


—Slate.fr —Anime News Network 


Perfect World © Rie Aruga/Kodanshe Ltd. 


The boys are back, in 400-page hardcovers 
that are as pretty and badass as they are! 
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THE ORIGINAL SERIES 
KC 
HAZUYA\MINERURA SITE 


"AN EDGY COMIC LOOK AT AN ANCIENT CHINESE TALE.” —YALSA 


Genjo Sanzo is a Buddhist priest in the city of Togenkyo, which is being ravaged 
by yokai spirits that have fallen out of balance with the natural order. His 
superiors send him on a journey far to the west to discover why this is happening 
and how to stop it. His companions are three yokai with human souls. But this is 
no day trip — the four will encounter many discoveries and horrors on the way. 


FEATURES NEW TRANSLATION, COLOR PAGES, 
AND BEAUTIFUL WRAPAROUND COVER ART! 
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Something’ Wrong With Us 


NATSUMI 
ANDO 


The dark, 
psychological, 
sexy shojo 
series readers 
have been 
waiting for! 


A spine-chilling and steamy romance 
between a Japanese sweets maker and the 
man who framed her mother for murder! 


Μα ЖҮ 


Following in her mother’s footsteps, Nao became a traditional 
Japanese sweets maker, and with unparalleled artistry and a bright 
attitude, she gets an offer to work at a world-class confectionary 
company. But when she meets the young, handsome owner, she 
recognizes his cold stare... 


Ú 
KC | 
KODANSHA > 
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